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FOREWORD
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) provide a major opportunity
for revisiting our development priorities both at global and national level
and contextualise them at the local level. In the implementation of the
SDGs, Parliament is one of the important stakeholders and has to take
initiatives in giving a collective Parliamentary perspective to make their
implementation more effective and meaningful.
I personally feel that SDGs also give us an opportunity for bringing in
a change in societal mind-set pertaining to the various themes identified
across the 17 Goals. In the recent times, challenges across these areas
have multiplied leading to asymmetric flow of information and absence of
wider perspective on the issues involved. It is in this context, continuous
collective brainstorming and enhanced interaction with subject experts is
extremely essential to enable policy-makers at the Parliament for ensuring
policy cohesion.
The Indian Parliament started the process of understanding SDGs much
before they were formally adopted in September 2015. It was in August
2015, Hon’ble Prime Minister launched the Speaker’s Research Initiative
(SRI) and subsequently, several workshops have been organised as part of
the SRI work programme to sensitise the parliamentarians on various aspects
of the agenda of the SDGs.
A National Conference of Women Legislators was also organised in
New Delhi on the theme ‘Women Legislators: Building Resurgent India’.
The aim of the Conference was to discuss developmental issues and explore
the areas where the women legislators can act as catalyst of socio-economic
development.
Discussions have also been held in Lok Sabha on ways and means for
implementing the agenda of SDGs. We have also tried to connect SDGs at
our global deliberations such as BRICS Women Parliamentarian Forum. This
was on the theme—Women Parliamentarians—Enablers for Achieving SDGs
at Jaipur. Recently, we also hosted the South Asian Speaker’ Summit on
Sustainable Development Goals at Indore in collaboration with InterParliamentary Union, IPU.
I strongly believe that this publication would be found useful by the
Members of Parliament as well as those who are closely working on issues
related to SDGs.

New Delhi
March, 2017

(SUMITRA MAHAJAN)
Speaker,
Lok Sabha
(i)

PREFACE
The publication Parliamentary Initiatives on Sustainable Development
Goals provides at one place the initiatives taken by the Parliament of India
in regard to SDGs. The publication summarizes the deliberations held on
SDGs in Lok Sabha, in the workshops organised by the Speaker’s Research
Initiative (SRI), and the discussions held and Declarations adopted at the
2016 Jaipur Meeting of BRICS Women Parliamentarians’ Forum and the
2017 Indore South Asian Speakers’ Summit. These events are a reflection
of the Hon’ble Speaker’s belief and conviction in the philosophy and
principles of the SDGs in attaining all inclusive development of India.
I would like to put on record my deep appreciation of the efforts made
by the Speaker’s Research Initiative in organising the workshops on SDGs
and the Conference Branch in holding the Meeting of BRICS Women
Parliamentarians’ Forum and South Asian Speakers’ Summit. I would also
like to thank the Research and Information Division of the Lok Sabha
Secretariat for bringing out this publication.
I am sure the Hon’ble Members of Parliament and others will find the
publication useful.

New Delhi
March, 2017

(ANOOP MISHRA)
Secretary General,
Lok Sabha
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Introduction
Parliament has been assigned a prime position in our scheme of
governance. In our representative democracy, it enables citizens to
participate in decision making and control the Government. It enjoys the
power to make and change laws, holds the Government accountable for
any acts of omission or commission, approves money for governing the
country and debates matters of national and international importance.
The Parliament has consistently worked to translate the ideas and ideals
enshrined in the Constitution into reality. Over the years, it has devised
several parliamentary mechanisms to enhance effectiveness, transparency,
accountability and accessibility. Naturally, the Parliament of India has
become a rallying point for the people of the country, cutting across class,
gender, ideology, religion or region. It has become vehicle for heralding
socio-economic changes and a symbol of hope for more than 1.2 billion
Indians.
In its continuing efforts to build an inclusive and egalitarian society,
the Parliament of India is putting a lot of emphasis on achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Parliament’s role in guiding the
policy making process and building consensus on various issues is indeed
very important. The Parliament of India has been monitoring the
performance of the Government with regard to SDGs in a sustained manner.
The Lok Sabha had a discussion on the SDGs in August 2015. It had another
detailed discussion on the theme in August 2016. The Members of
Lok Sabha enthusiastically participated in the discussion and brought to
the fore how crucial the SDGs are for the people of the country. It was
highlighted that the success of SDGs globally largely depends on the success
of SDGs in the country. It was noted that the SDGs are a set of common
development goals of the world for moving ahead without compromising
the ability of future generation to meet their needs. Under the SDGs, the
goal of development has to address issues of economic growth, social
inclusion and environmental protection. Many members laid emphasis on
eradication of poverty, food security, education, improved nutrition,
renewable and clean energy, sustainable agriculture and sustainable cities.
Building partnership between the developed and the developing countries
was also raised. There was wide reference to schemes like PM’s Ujjawla
Scheme, Jan Dhan Yojana, Swachh Bharat Yojana, Sabka Sath Sabka Vikas,
National Nutrition Mission, Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, Rashtriya Mahila Kosh,
etc. There was demand for increasing public investment in social sectors
which are crucial for achieving SDGs.
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The Speaker’s Research Initiative (SRI) established by the present
Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan to promote interaction between members
of Parliament and the domain experts to evoke informed and interactive
parliamentary debates, discussion, implementation and monitoring has
organized several workshops on SDGs. SRI was inaugurated by the Prime
Minister, Shri Narendra Modi on 23 July 2015 in the Parliament Complex.
The Speaker’s Research Initiative, soon after its inauguration on
23 July 2015, organized its first workshop on the SDGs. The workshop
discussed the challenges lying ahead in achieving SDGs. It was put forth
that besides the Government, the MPs, the civil society, research institutions
and corporate sector can play major role in achieving SDGs. Members of
Parliament must play the role of development agents and bring development
to their constituencies. Issues related to finding new ways of mobilising
funds for development in their constituencies, for renewable energy,
sanitation, water, education, and skilling, etc. were discussed.
In the second workshop on SDGs organized on 2 August 2016 it was
emphasized how the success of SDGs, to a great extent, depends on India
is able to successfully implement these Goals. It was impressed upon that
the world has increasingly accepted India’s stand that SDGs are
interconnected and economic growth and environmental protection are
interlinked. In term of economic growth and development, the developed
world enjoyed the fruits of development. The developing countries need
industrialisation for their development and eradication of poverty and
realization of other SDGs. The developed countries need to take tangible
and concrete actions in this regard. The Indian stand on environment that
there should not be focus only on climate change but also on environment
protection, on protection of the ocean environment and on protection of
the biosphere was stressed upon.
The third workshop of SRI on Sustainable Development Goals was
organized in Parliament Complex on 7 December 2016. The workshop
focussed on Goals 1, 4 and 8 relating to poverty alleviation through skill
development, and employment generation and quality education. It was
pointed out that skilling must result in poverty eradication and education
must generate a quality outcome so that on the employment front people
have a marketable talent. It was highlighted that skill development initiative
should spread to different parts of the country to provide the rural people
with good employment opportunities. These workshops have proved to be
beneficial to the Hon’ble MPs by providing a platform to interact with the
domain experts on the various facets of the SDGs.
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Needless to say cooperation and collaboration among countries are
essential to make progress on SDGs at global level. The Parliament of India
is complementing the work of the Government in achieving SDGs by not
only holding informed debate in the House but also by organizing
international conferences on the issue to exchange ideas, information and
best practices.
A National Conference of Women Legislators was organized in
New Delhi on 05-06 March 2016 at the initiative of the Hon’ble Speaker,
Lok Sabha, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan to deliberate on the theme ‘Women
Legislators: Building Resurgent India’. The Conference brought the women
members of the Parliament and State Legislatures together to discuss
various developmental issues and to explore the areas where they can act
as catalyst for socio-economic development. The Hon’ble President of
India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee; the Vice-President of India, Shri Mohammad
Hamid Ansari; the Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi; the former
President of India, Smt. Pratibha Devisingh Patil; the Speaker of Lok Sabha,
Smt. Sumitra Mahajan; the Speaker of Bangladesh Parliament and
Chairperson of CPA Executive Committee, Dr. Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury;
the Minister of External Affairs, Smt. Sushma Swaraj; the then Minister of
Minority Affairs, Dr. Najma A. Heptulla; the Minister of Women and Child
Development, Smt. Maneka Sanjay Gandhi; the then Minister of Human
Resource Development, Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani; the Minister of Water
Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Sushree Uma
Bharati; the Minister of Food Processing Industries, Smt. Harsimrat Kaur
Badal; the then Chief Minister of Gujarat, Smt. Anandiben Patel; the
former Speaker of Lok Sabha, Smt. Meira Kumar; the former Chief Minister
of Delhi, Smt. Sheila Dikshit; and the former Chief Secretary of Delhi,
Smt. Shailaja Chandra addressed the Conference. The three sessions of the
Conference focused on the role and contribution of women legislators in
the areas of social and economic development, better governance and
legislation. These business sessions discussed in detail varied developmental
issues and challenges relating to education, health, equality, women
empowerment, financial inclusion, skill development, e-governance, social
harmony, etc., which have a great bearing on the targets set under the
SDGs. The Conference brought to fore as to how they can proactively
engage themselves in the formulation, implementation and monitoring of
the development schemes in their respective constituencies and States.
The Parliament of India hosted the Second Meeting of the BRICS Women
Parliamentarians’ Forum in Jaipur, Rajasthan during 20-21 August 2016, on
the theme, Women Parliamentarians : Enablers for achieving SDGs. The
Meeting deliberated on various issues pertaining to the implementation of
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the role of women
Parliamentarians in facilitating it, through a Plenary Session on Perspectives
on implementation of SDGs and two Working Sessions, one on Achieving
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SDGs – Role of Women Parliamentarians in involving citizens and the other
on Containing Climate Change — Imperatives of Global Cooperation. The
Meeting concluded with the adoption of the Jaipur Declaration. The Forum
underlined that women parliamentarians through their legislative,
representational and leadership roles can play a meaningful role enabling
the implementation of SDGs.
The Parliament of India along with the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU)
organized the South Asian Speakers Summit on Sustainable Development
Goals in Indore from 18 to 20 February 2017. In its Plenary Session, the
Summit held comprehensive discussion on the theme Identifying Resources
for SDGs implementation in South Asia: Opportunities for Parliamentary
Cooperation. The Summit discussed the subjects Gender Equality as a
Critical Factor for Sustainable Development and Dealing Effectively with
the Challenge of Climate Change and Natural Disasters: Opportunities for
Regional Cooperation in its Session one and two, respectively. Taking
cognizance of the fact that the South Asian Region shares a common
history as well as destiny, the Summit emphasised that as a bridge between
people and their Government, Parliamentarians have a great role to play
in achieving the SDGs by means of legislation, policy coherence, oversight
and appropriation of resources through budgetary processes. The Summit
unanimously adopted the Indore Declaration.

Lok Sabha Discussions on Sustainable Development Goals
There was a discussion on Sustainable Development Goals in Lok Sabha
in 2015. The discussion took place during 5 and 12 August 2015. Initiating
the discussion on 5 August 2015, Dr. Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’, MP
highlighted that environment is life and environment protection is
paramount. As regards the goals of sustainable development, development
of forests is also an important goal. Whenever there is an attack on
nature, it tries to strike a balance as a result of which there are earthquakes
or landslides or heavy rains. It is, therefore, necessary to stop felling of
trees and planting more trees in order to conserve the environment.
Conservation of glaciers is also important to protect environment and
forests as the Himalayas even with the slightest disturbance will become
a devastation. Time bound rehabilitation of the victims of natural disasters
should also be one of the goals. There has to be a system for time bound
rehabilitation of the victims, he stressed. Dr. Kulmani Samal, MP, mentioning
about the goals for achievement under SDGs, marked the demographic
factors, unequal distribution of land and other assets, decline of village
industries, immobility of labour, lack of employment opportunities, lack of
education, practice of caste system, social customs, etc. as major reasons
of poverty. Pointing out that the SDGs are intended to be universal and
4

also that there are different goals - some are country specific, some are
region specific and some are need specific, Shri S.R. Vijaya Kumar, MP said
the challenges should be underlined first and then measures to overcome
those challenges in reaching sustainable development for all should be
undertaken. Food security, affordable and best healthcare, safe drinking
water and sanitation facilities for all, cleanliness, secured environment,
housing for all, ending inequality and promotion of empowerment of women
are some of the goals that should be achieved within a time frame for
human development.
Intervening in the discussion, Shri Jayadev Galla, MP urged for quality
education, instead of focusing on retaining the children at school and
women empowerment through reservation. He stressed that poverty, among
others, is due to lack of sanitation, nutrition and safe drinking water. To
improve the conditions of people, other than what the government is
doing, the concept of Corporate Social Responsibility should be encouraged
in larger scale. As regards providing productive employment and decent
work, he said, as per one estimate, India would need 500 million skilled
people by 2020. With 70 per cent of the country’s population living in rural
areas, this is where the focus should be in order to achieve these numbers.
There needs to have alignment between skill development and industrial
development. Shri Prahlad Singh Patel, MP was of the view that rising
population is the root cause of all the maladies. Population is a drag on
development, aggravating crisis/scarcity in housing, health, security, drinking
water, sanitation, education and agriculture. Controlling population should,
therefore, be the top priority. Further, referring to the benefits of cow
dung, he said, one kg of cow dung absorbs nine litres of water, which
prevents erosion and increases the fertility of soil.
The LoK Sabha again discussed SDGs under Rule 193 on 3 and 5 August
2016 for four hours and 37 minutes in which 21 members participated.
Initiating the discussion, Kunwar Bharatendra Singh, MP said SDG is a
common development vision of the world for moving ahead. There are
high expectations from our country. Keeping these Goals in view, the Prime
Minister has launched a scheme to provide free gas cylinders to the poor
women of rural areas. The Prime Minister has also assured that all such
villages which do not have electricity would be provided electricity. Similarly,
there is Jan Dhan Yojana to facilitate every poor to have his/her own bank
account even with zero balance. The Swachh Bharat Yojana has also been
launched. The Government has made several efforts to bring the NorthEastern States into the mainstream by undertaking development work there.
Besides, the Government is making constant efforts to achieve its core
objective of Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas.
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Putting emphasis on governance, Shri M. Veerappa Moily, MP said many
problems can be addressed through effective governance. By 2030 the
average age of the working population in our country will be 29 years, the
youngest in the world. Hence, India should derive the demographic dividend
to develop human resource and physical infrastructure. As all these things
are to be done through the institutions of governance, time-tested
institutions are required to be set up and nurtured. Our fundamentals of
economy are quite strong. The eradication of poverty in all its forms has
become the topmost goal in the SDGs. The all India poverty head count
ratio has been brought down to nearly half, from 47 percent in 1990 to
21 percent in 2011-12. He went on to add that food security, improved
nutrition and sustainable agriculture should get precedence over all other
issues. It is essential to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education
and provide lifelong learning opportunities for all. DISHA Programme of
the Department of Rural Development should also be one of the items to
be reviewed by each of the MP in respective District Committees. The
State Committees should be given the target to know the deficit areas of
the District. The Minister of Railways, Shri Suresh Prabhu said, these goals
have to be part of a national mainstream agenda and the Government is
working on it. There is a need to bring these Goals to the local communities
where the action has to happen. It is a classical case of Think Global, Act
Local. Shri R. Gopalakrishnan, MP referred to the Rain Water Harvesting
Scheme implemented by the Tamil Nadu Government in the State which all
other States of the country need to follow so that depleting ground water
level could be restored. He urged upon the Union Government to extend
financial assistance including cost for land acquisition for the speedy
implementation of the interlinking of rivers. As far as eradication of poverty
is concerned, all the States of the country should try to emulate Tamil
Nadu. He claimed that Tamil Nadu is a role model for all other States of
the country in realizing the Sustainable Development Goals in a time
bound manner.
Dr. Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar, MP said five ‘P’s are involved in this effort:people, planet, peace, prosperity and partnership between nations. Most
important is policy making and budget allocation for implementing the
17 Goals and 169 targets. The developed world has been a major contributor
towards polluting the water bodies, air quality, including depletion of
forest. They have also introduced new food habits by which people have
forgotten their traditional food habits and there is a need to go back to
natural resources. The first of the 17 Goals relates to poverty eradication.
Poverty and degraded environment are closely inter-related. Similarly, the
forest right should be with the people who have been living in the forests
since ages. The second Sustainable Development Goal is regarding food
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that the developed nations throw away while the under developed nations
go hungry. Methane produced by it causes global warming. She said there
should be a slogan like ‘Grow more food, don’t throw food’. Agriculture
is another very important sector because it involves land use and water
use. There should be multicrop cultivation and a proper land use policy
and a shift towards renewable and clean energy.
Pointing out that the WTO is involved in the implementation of SDGs
and also referring to the terrible dearth of teachers in schools as well as
doctors in hospitals, Shri Tathagata Satpathy, MP said that there should be
less of governance and more of Government. In his opinion, a qualitative
change could be brought about if 10 districts in every State are taken up
for development work at a time, focusing on certain areas. Government
needs to create targeted development policies so that Sustainable
Development Goals does not become just a nationwide slogan, he added.
Shri Muthamsetti Srinivasa Rao, MP emphasized that the people should be
made self-sustainable instead of giving them more and more subsidies. To
progress, the Government should take some immediate measures to reduce
discrimination among various sections of the people. Smt. Maneka Sanjay
Gandhi, Minister of Women and Child Development pointed out that one
of the key objectives of the SDG Agenda is to achieve food security. There
is the target of ending hunger and ensuring access to safe, nutritious and
sufficient food for all including infants. The second target is to end all
forms of malnutrition. Restructuring ICDS has been one of the key focus
areas of the Government in the last two years. She informed that the
Government is going to increase the cost norms of the food per child as
well as ensure that safe and nutritious food is given. About four lakh new
Anganwadi centres will be constructed in the next 3-4 years. The
restructured ICDS is taking the shape of the National Nutrition Mission
through which hunger and malnutrition will be eliminated well before
2030. India has become the first country in the world where inducing a
child to consume tobacco in any form has become a serious punishable
offence. The Ministry of Women and Child Development also contributes
to the achievement of fourth sustainable goal related to inclusive and
equitable quality education for all. Goal number five refers to achievement
of gender equality and empowering all women and girls. The Beti Bachao
Beti Padhao programme formulated by the Prime Minister, within one and
half year, has led to major improvement in child sex ratio in almost 60 per
cent of the districts. The mobile phone companies have been mandated to
get a panic button on all mobile phones which will provide a safety net
to women. Another important initiative taken by the Ministry is to get
33 per cent reservation for women in police forces. Government has come
out with another innovative scheme of Mahila Police Volunteers (MPVs).
A comprehensive programme has started for capacity building women
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Sarpanchs. On the economic empowerment front, the STEP scheme supports
NGOs to provide skill training to women. The Rashtriya Mahila Kosh provides
low interest funds to women self-help groups. A number of other initiatives
which can be directly linked to the targets under this sustainable goal are
in place. These include mandatory mentioning of name of widow on the
death certificate of her husband so that she can claim all entitlements
easily. The Ministry of Women and Child Development is all set to give
shape to its part of the vision of the Prime Minister and to put in place
mechanisms which will ensure that the sustainable development goals and
targets are achieved.
Shri M.B. Rajesh, MP believed financing is one major challenge as far
as implementing the SDGs is concerned. The public spending on social
sector has been showing a declining trend in the past 25 years. There is
no shortcut to fulfil these Sustainable Development Goals without enhancing
public investment in social sectors in a massive manner. The sectors like
health and education are crucial for achieving the SDGs. In order to achieve
Sustainable Development Goals, there is a need to invest in children and
the youth.
Shri Konda Vishweshwar Reddy, MP pointed out that the key take away
from the UN Conference on Sustainable Development held in 2012 is ‘The
Future We want’. He hoped that while moving ahead, these goals should
be our achievements and that the year 2030 could see the future we want.
Expressing concern that in implementing the Sustainable Development Goals,
one major challenge would be financing, Shri M.B. Rajesh, MP called for
enhancing public investment in social sectors in a massive manner,
particularly in the sectors like health and education, which are crucial for
achieving these Sustainable Development Goals. Recalling what the Hon’ble
Prime Minister had stated in the House that the poor have the first right
on all resources in the country, Shri Rattan Lal Kataria, MP had no doubt
about India’s commitment towards achieving the SDGs and expressed
satisfaction about country’s progress in various fields.
Shri Jai Prakash Narayan Yadav, MP wanted separate allocation for
sustainable development. There should be clear vision with regard to the
schemes like Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan and Mid-Day Meal. Toilets have not
been constructed in some schools till now under Swachh Bharat Abhiyan.
Emphasis should be given to irrigation, environment, forests and to tackle
flood and drought. River inter-linking programme should be launched.
National Highways should be constructed. National Livelihood Mission, Indira
Awas Yojana, Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana, National Social Assistance
Programme and Integrated Water Management Programme, etc. can pave
the way for development.
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Shri Tej Pratap Singh Yadav, MP considered peace, justice and strong
institutions as the most important points for the SDGs. People are living
in a world that is increasingly divided. Some regions enjoy sustained levels
of peace, security and prosperity while others fall into seemingly endless
cycles of conflict and violence. This is by no means inevitable and must
be addressed, he felt. One of the most important points and goals of SDGs
is quality education. The goal for achieving inclusive and quality education
for all reaffirms the belief that education is one of the most powerful and
proven vehicles for sustainable development. One of the important points
is the affordable and clean energy. The task of ensuring universal access
to affordable electricity by 2030 means investing in clean energy sources
such as solar, wind and thermal. It is well-documented that income
inequality is on the rise. These widening disparities are a call for action
that requires the adoption of sound policies to empower the bottom
percentile of income earners and promote economic inclusion of all
regardless of sex, race or ethnicity. Sustainable development cannot be
achieved without significantly transforming the way urban spaces are built
and managed. Making cities safe and sustainable could mean ensuring
access to safe and affordable housing and upgrading slum settlements.
Shri Anil Madhav Dave, Minister of State for Environment, Forests and
Climate Change felt if poverty is removed then it will automatically achieve
all other Goals. The policy makers of the world will have to seriously
ponder over as to how poverty can be eliminated and what measures need
to be taken for this. Poverty cannot be removed from the world unless
illicit financing is stopped. He reiterated India’s commitment to achieving
SDGs. Referring to Responsible Consumption and Production he said this
generation and society certainly have right over the natural resources but
they should be equally concerned that the coming generations should also
be able to utilize those resources. The SDGs are extremely noble but they
also remind what Deen Dayal Upadhyaya said that pious objectives cannot
be achieved through immoral means. Therefore, moral means have to be
adopted to achieve the SDGs.
Suggesting that an integrated approach must be adopted to achieve
SDGs, Dr. Shrikant Eknath Shinde, MP pointed out that poverty eradication
is one of the goals of prime importance. Majority of our resources are
directed towards this one goal. Unless the number of people who are
exactly qualified to be poor is identified, it would not be possible to help
those very people to come out of poverty, he said. We would like to know
the efforts being taken by the Government to reduce the urban poverty.
Nearly 33 per cent of our population is living in urban areas. According to
estimates there are about two crore construction workers at present.
Every State collects one per cent cess on cost of construction to be used
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for the welfare of construction workers. Till date, a whopping Rs. 24,000
crore were collected by all States collectively but a miniscule amount is
actually being spent for the purpose for which it was collected. This
money could be used to improve the conditions of these workers residing
in cities. This could go a long way to tackle urban poverty.
Smt. Renuka Butta, MP stressed that sustainable development is
development that meets the needs of the present without compromising
the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. These goals aim
to address issues of economic growth, social inclusion and environmental
protection. The SDGs are global in nature and universally applicable. The
nature’s resources are being used indiscriminately without having any
concern for the future generations. Sustainability requires that human
activity only uses nature’s resources at a rate at which they can be
replenished naturally. The Government must come out with strict laws and
regulations in respect of management of the public resources. There should
be more focus on renewable resources and lessen our dependence on
natural resources which cannot be replenished. Since poverty is the main
stumbling block for sustainable development, it needs to be eradicated.
Shri Virendra Singh, MP said in India, nature is held in esteem as
mother. The SDGs can be achieved by focusing on development of villages.
He pointed out that there has been lack of coordination among the
departments associated with the development work which has resulted in
the wastage of Government funds. The Government should ensure
coordination among these departments. Pradhan Mantri Sadak Yojana is a
very effective scheme. If villages and farms are linked, it will lead to
increased production by enabling the farmers to plant two crops. Pradhan
Mantri Sinchai Yojana too is a very beneficial scheme. Development of
India should be reflected in the prosperity of our farmers. Shri Abhijit
Mukherjee, MP said each household should be supplied with sufficient
quantity of piped or potable water within three years. He wanted all MPs
and MLAs to be allowed to use some part of their Local Area Development
Funds, which can be dovetailed with schemes of the Central Government
and State Governments. Second priority should be to control the rate of
growth of population. Education for all has already been made practically
a constitutional right for all Indians and healthcare should also be made
a constitutional right. During the discussion,Shri Idris Ali, MP highlighted
various problems the people of his constituency of Basirhat and Ashoknagar
faced and expressed gratitude to the Hon’ble Prime Minister for supporting
the poor patients of his Constituency under PMNRF. Shri K. Parasuraman,
MP said, the first Goal “End Poverty in all its forms everywhere” is an
important Goal which should be addressed on a war footing. Given its
impact on health, education and productivity, persistent under-nutrition is
a major obstacle to human development and economic growth of the
country.
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Shri Prem Das Rai, MP said earth is not inherited from ancestors; it is
only borrowed for the children and, therefore, planet’s resource must be
used in a manner in which enough of the resources is left for the future
as well. The SDGs must be looked from the prism of equity as well as from
the prism of inclusive growth.

Workshops organized by Speaker’s Research Initiative (SRI) on
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
Workshop I
The First Workshop on Sustainable Development Goals was organized
after the inauguration of the Speaker’s Research Initiative (SRI) by Prime
Minister, Shri Narendra Modi on 23 July, 2015 in the Parliament Complex
graced by the presence of dignitaries and eminent parliamentarians.
Brainchild of the Hon’ble Speaker, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan SRI has been
envisaged to promote inter-action between Hon’ble Members of Parliament
and the domain experts. During the inaugural session it was felt that given
the emerging importance of the SDGs in the narrative Parliamentary
discourse worldwide, SRI should take up SDGs as its first subject for
discussion.
The Session was chaired by the Minister of State for Finance,
Shri Jayant Sinha at the behest of the Speaker, Lok Sabha. Other participants
in the discussion included Dr. Samir Saran, Dr. Bhagirath Prasad, MP,
Dr. Dharamvira Gandhi, MP, Shri Maheish Girri, MP, Shri Hukum Singh, MP,
Kunwar Harivansh Singh, MP, Shri Ajay Mishra (Teni), MP, Shri Rajendra
Aggarwal, MP, Shri Hukum Dev Narayan Yadav, MP, Shri Subhash Chandra
Baheria, MP, Shri Laxmi Narayan Yadav, MP, Shri Harish Chandra Meena, MP,
Kunwar Pushpendra Singh Chandel, MP, Shri Devusinh Chauhan, MP.
Prof. Sachin Chaturvedi DG, Research and Information System for
Developing Countries (RIS), at the outset, gave an overview of the MDGs
and the challenges faced by the countries in achieving these Goals. He
elaborated the circumstances leading to the formulation of SDGs by the
world community. He touched upon issues like resources, follow up actions
and review of achievement, sustainability, etc. with regard to SDGs.
Dr. Samir Saran, Vice-President of the Observer Research Foundation,
Delhi, in his presentation, said that sustainable development is how to
provide right to life to each of those two billion people who have not yet
been given that till today. He highlighted that 1.6 billion of these 2 billion
people have no access to electricity. So, energy provision is a key, crucial
input. He said a billion of them do not get food. They are undernourished.
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Speaker, Lok Sabha, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan addressing the inaugural function of Speaker’s
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Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi addressing the inaugural function of
Speaker’s Research Initiative on 23July 2015
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He stressed that food security is a key element of sustainable development.
Poverty itself is the biggest inequality. So poverty elimination and poverty
eradication is clearly one of the biggest things.
Referring to India’s challenges in this regard Dr. Saran said the entire
world has told India: “We want you to be the first big country that will
move from low income, agrarian society to mid-income industrial society
without using fossil fuels”. This is the global proposition. But the challenge
underlying this transition is that while we move from low income to midincome, fuelled and fired by new forms of energy and defend our sovereign
right to use the cheapest form of energy, the global financial systems,
markets and commodity trades will make it increasingly difficult. This is
the second reality that India will have to navigate as it moves over the
next 10 or 20 years.
While speaking about the Stakeholders for promoting SDGs, Dr. Saran
said there are three fundamental actors who need to work on this challenge
besides the Government. He said that the influence in terms of surpluses
available to create change is certainly growing in the private sphere and
that needs to be tapped. The corporate social responsibility provision
under the new Companies Act where we are committing companies to
contribute towards social development projects must now be harnessed in
creative ways. He further said that MPs have a crucial role to play. Each
MP must become the development evangelist, must become the agent and
the catalyst for development in their constituencies and must find new
ways of mobilising the surplus funds that are now being committed to
development to his own constituency, for renewable energy, for sanitation,
for water, for school, for skilling and for all the other objectives that this
current Government and the United Nations SDG agenda will clearly raise.
For this the institutional mistrust and distrust between corporate India and
the parliamentary formats have to be removed. They have to become
partners and the local MPs must become the political guarantors of change
as various small and big initiatives look for new avenues to invest. He also
emphasised that the MP must also become the report card. He must carry
back every year to the Ministry of Finance and to the Parliament the
performance of his Constituency in each of the indicators be it electricity
provision, be it access to water, be it access to sanitation, be it schooling
and everything that we have spoken about. The MP must bring back with
him every quarter or every year a report card along with his performance
of MPLADS for the Finance Minister and the Parliament. He further stated
that the second and the most important part is the importance of civil
society and research institutions in making this happen.
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Dr. Samir Saran said that solar energy is extremely important and the
present Government has recognized it and that the share of solar energy
will increase. He noted that agriculture is fundamental and that the Ministry
of Finance will have to find new ways of catalyzing micro credit, farm
credit, crop insurance, weather insurance, and incentivize people to invest
in agriculture. He emphasized that sustainable development could be one
framework under which we can strengthen third tier of democracy.
In his observation, the Minister of State for Finance, Shri Jayant Sinha
said that the 17 Goals have been arrived at after long and in-depth
deliberations. He pointed out that all countries will be evaluated on the
basis of the progress made in attaining these objectives. He expressed his
concern regarding the difference in views between the developed and
developing countries on issues like Official Development Assistance (ODA),
funding to address climate change, common but differentiated responsibility,
global tax policy, etc.
In his intervention, Shri Bhagirath Prasad, MP highlighted the need to
give importance to renewable energy sources like solar power. Dr. Dharamvir
Gandhi, MP wanted to examine carefully the reasons for India’s
unsatisfactory performance in social sector indicators like health.
Shri Maheish Girri, MP stressed on the need to put more thrust on education
and increasing awareness about climate change. Shri Hukum Singh, MP and
Kunwar Haribansh Singh, MP, expressed concern about the contamination
of water resources and the growing scarcity of clean water for the people.
Shri Ajay Misra, MP said the developed countries have failed to fulfil their
commitment in regard to ODA. Shri Rajendra Agrawal, MP and Shri Harish
Chandra Meena, MP pointed out that while the lifestyles of the developed
countries are putting a lot of stress on the scarce natural resources, yet
they want the developing countries to exercise restraints. Shri Hukmdev
Narayan Yadav, MP wanted India to lead the developing countries in the
United Nations and other fora. Shri Subhash Chandra Baheria, MP said it
should be ensured that all programmes and policies should be properly
implemented at the ground level. Shri Laxmi Narayan Yadav, MP suggested
that population explosion needs to be factored in the policies and
programmes. Shri Devusinh Chauhan, MP sought to know the financial
mechanism to implement the SDGs at the constituency level. Dr. Nagesh
Kumar, pointed out the co-relation between drinking water quality, sanitation
and health.
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Workshop II
The Second Workshop on Sustainable Development Goals for the benefit
of the Members of Parliament was organized by SRI, in consultation with
the Ministry of External Affairs, NITI Aayog and Research and Information
System for Developing Countries (RIS) in Parliament Complex on 2 August
2016. The Speaker Lok Sabha, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan, chaired the Workshop.
More than one hundred Members of Parliament attended the programme.
Shri Manish Chauhan, Joint Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs;
Shri Amit Narang, Counsellor, MEA; Shri Y.S. Malik, Special Secretary, NITI
Aayog; Dr. P.K. Anand, Senior Consultant, NITI Aayog; Dr. A. Mathur, DG,
TERI; and Prof. Sachin Chaturvedi, DG, RIS were the resource persons.
Dr. D. Bhalla, Secretary, Lok Sabha made the opening remarks.
Prof. Sachin Chaturvedi, DG, RIS, introduced the topic to the
distinguished gathering. He said Hon’ble Speaker is of the view that MPs
should be briefed about the SDGs, how these Goals came into existence,
how they were adopted and what are the issues that need to be addressed.
Prior to SDGs, there were MDGs which were adopted on 25 September 2000
by 189 countries gathered at United Nations Headquarters. These countries
committed themselves to the eight MDGs that ranged from halving extreme
poverty rates to halting the spread of HIV/AIDS and providing universal
primary education to all by the target date of 2015. The MDGs which were
quantitative in nature formed a blue print and agreed to by all the countries
and all the world’s leading institutions. The MDGs were not very successful
because of their top to bottom approach and the quantitative approach.
The discussion on post 2015 agenda began well before MDGs were to
expire in 2015. These discussions focused that besides quantity, quality
should be equally monitored. The second important change was the
realization that environment concerns and economic growth should be
simultaneously addressed, and economic growth would be the only priority.
The 2012 RIO+20 Conference on Sustainable Development of United Nations
in Rio galvanized a process to develop a set of SDGs to carry forward the
momentum generated by MDGs and put those into global development
framework beyond 2015. Unlike the MDGs which primarily applied to
developing nations, the SDGs constitute a universal agenda. NITI Aayog is
working on the perspective plan for the period 2015-2030.
Shri Manish Chauhan, Joint Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs
informed that most of the work on SDGs has been done in last three years,
prior to 2015. On 25 September 2015 the excitement over Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s speech on SDG at UN was palpable. There is an
unprecedented emphasis on the role of India, less on account of its position
as an emerging leader and more by the size of its footprint on the developing
world. It is apparent that if the United Nations’ Sustainable Development
Goals have to show measurable results around the world’s poorest nations
by the time the target year of 2030 rolls around, everything hinges on
whether India is able to successfully implement the goals.
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Ecology and development are being considered simultaneously unlike
before when focus was only on economic development. Post MDG, there
was this notion that development cannot be sustainable if it does not
address the challenge of climate change. The focus is now on quality and
not quantity. Development of ecology and its sustainability is seen as an
element of economic development. Every developmental aspect is linked
with ecological development. To cite an example, SDG is concerned with
water. Environment goals are related to agriculture which is related to
water. Water is required for industry too. It means there is an interconnectedness of all goals. All the 17 SDGs are inter-connected which
make them different from MDGs. The Prime Minister of India while speaking
on SDGs in New York on 25 September 2015 mentioned that India has a
very important role prima facie in the success of SDGs globally. India as
a nation has a huge responsibility to make SDGs a success. The first goal
of SDG is to reduce poverty by 2030. India’s policies and programmes like
Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao cover this goal. These are the initial years of
SDGs and most of the nations are still analyzing them. The comparative
analysis of both MDGs and SDGs may not be easy.
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Shri Amit Narang, Counsellor, MEA, who has been very closely associated
and keenly involved in the discussions on framing of SDG in New York said
in terms of background, the conceptualisation of SDGs happened because
of two main reasons. One was the growing realisation in the world about
inter-connectedness. This realisation has been centered in the United
Nations where people have now realised that the issue of development or
any particular problem in the world is not national any more. Problems are
increasingly becoming global in nature; what happens in one country
influences the other, whether it is poverty or environmental degradation.
These are becoming trans-boundary in nature. The essential philosophy of
SDGs is the inter-connectedness of global problems. The philosophy can be
summed up as ‘think together and act together’, and this is a sea change
from how nations have been working in multilateral settings.
The second idea which led to the SDGs was this idea that goal setting
has its own importance. From the MDG experience it was realised that
setting goals in international arena is at times criticised because some
opine that if the goals have to be implemented at the national level then
why adopt internationally. But there is another angle to it. When world
leaders are together on a platform, there are some common objectives
which are collectively adopted by the leaders and all work together for
achieving these objectives. So, there is some importance of that goal
setting. A decision was taken to arrive at Sustainable Development Goals.
But it needs to be remembered that the form in which we see SDGs today,
they were not so initially. Initially, sustainable development only meant
environment protection. India was able to argue along with other developing
countries what their priorities are. Shri Narang said the core of priorities
has eight points.
The first in the agenda and SDGs is that eradication of poverty is the
overriding objective. There is no greater developmental objective than
eradication of poverty.
Secondly, as it was said that MDGs are over, so no discussion on
sanitation, social issues etc. India and other developing nations emphasized
that for them gender equity, sanitation, child mortality are still important.
The first six Goals of SDGs are concerned with social issues and have been
carried forward from MDGs. This has happened because of the stand taken
by India and other developing nations.
Third Point is holistic development. This definition was given by India
that social equity, economic growth, environment protection should go
hand in hand and none should be prioritized.
The fourth point is about primacy of economic growth. India argued
that unless space is given for economic growth, enhancing infrastructure
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and creating jobs for the people will not progress and they will be far
behind developed nations. Developed world has moved on and they don’t
really like to talk about industrialisation any more, they don’t like to talk
about infrastructure because they think this will lead to global warming
and climate change. India is conscious of climate change, but the point is
that developing nations can’t do away with growth, development and
industrialisation.
Fifth is about lifestyle on which there is a vast difference between
developing and the developed world. Consumption patterns in developed
world are wasteful. India’s traditions and culture promote sustainability
and the country does not want the lifestyle of developed nations; rather
the developed nations should adopt moderate lifestyles. This will reduce
emissions and lead to sustainable development. This point was considered
in Goal 11 emphasizing sustainable consumption and production.
Sixth, India also pointed out that environment component should be
more holistic. It should not only focus on climate change but also on
environment protection, protection of ocean environment and biosphere
protection in totality. This point has also been included.
Consumption patterns in the developed world are extremely wasteful.
Indian consumption patterns are derived from its tradition and culture. If
sustainable development has to be achieved one has to talk about lifestyle.
Terrestrial environment protection, protection of ocean environment, etc.
should be given primacy.
Seventh was the financial and technological support. International
community has an obligation in this regard. If they talk of new objectives,
which are separate from the traditional development pattern, there should
be provision of technological and financial sources to developing countries.
It is a question of ‘what’ along with the question of ‘how’. Goal 17 was
agreed after great difficulty and negotiations.
Finally, in most of the talk about growth, development, and climate
change it looked as if one set of world is telling another set of world which
was not correct. It is a common journey, only if the South, which is the
developing countries, do these actions along with the North. The North —
the developed countries — have also to take tangible and concrete
deliverables in their policy objectives. It has to be a balanced agenda for
the whole world. This point was also accepted.
He pointed out that India’s vision of development articulated by the
Prime Minister is something, which stands at the heart of this agenda. This
vision is Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas. Almost all the Government of India’s
policy, priorities and objectives are reflected in one or the two of the
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SDGs. So, it is important to flag that this agenda is not coming from
outside, it is India’s agenda, it is an agenda, which reflects India’s
developmental vision.
The stakes are very high for us. In 2030, if the SDGs have to succeed,
India has to succeed. If India fails, the SDGs will fail. Those are the
numbers both from the point of view of the number of poor people and
the potential. The potential for growth in India can tip the balance. It is
a fact that what the parliamentarians are saying on SDGs is being noticed
outside. When the Prime Minister mentioned this in the Lok Sabha he was
among the very few world leaders who suo moto was talking about the
SDGs. This was taken as an example of India’s leadership, which we find,
should continue.
There is an enormous amount of interest in the world to actually come
forward and see themselves engaged in the SDGs. SDGs will be reviewed
every year, a meeting will be held and nations will voluntarily come and
present their national reports. The first review was done in July 2016 by
UN in which 22 nations presented their report. The Vice Chairperson, NITI
Aayog, Shri Arvind Panagariya participated in that. There, he had mentioned
that India will present its review very soon, probably even next year. That
is something that the world is awaiting. There is no data at this stage but
it is being prepared goal by goal. But now, countries are presenting as to
what they have done at their national level, what are the mechanisms
being done to monitor and review. This work is in progress vigorously in
the NITI Aayog and the Special Secretary from NITI Aayog can throw some
light on that.
Shri Y.S. Malik, Special Secretary, NITI Aayog said the Aayog has been
given the responsibility for overseeing the implementation of the SDGs.
So, as a part of this implementation process, the first step, the NITI Aayog
has put the 17 goals in front of it with 169 targets. Then, about the
Central Ministries, the Centrally-sponsored schemes, a mapping was done
as to which ministry will focus on which goal, for which goal a particular
ministry will have primary role to play. SDGs are about interconnectivities
of goals, interconnectivities of targets, interconnectivities across the regions
and interconnectivities at the global scale. This was drafted and circulated
to all the Ministries and the Ministries proactively commented about the
roles they had in different goals. This information and assessment was put
on websites and then the States and Union territories were directed to
map their Ministries and policies accordingly for achieving SDGs. Meetings
regarding this were held with the Chief Secretaries and Planning Secretary
of States. Six to seven States have shared their details on mapping of
Ministries and policies on SDGs.
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This is one part of the implication that NITI Aayog has tried to set up
an institutional arrangement about mapping, who is to do what and to
what extent. Then, these indicators will be communicated taking the
States and Union Territories on board in this massive exercise. That part
has been done.
Second part is that initially when this was started it was realized that
16 Goals are interconnected and the 17th goal ‘partnerships for the goal’,
‘strengthens the means of implementation and revitalises the global
partnership for sustainable development’, and that is the key.
It is not only inter-connectivity and inter-relationships within a country,
the partnership is at global level and that sharing has to take place.
So, this 17th Goal is almost like a strategy for achievement of the first
16 Goals. So, keeping that in view, it is important to work on advocacy
about this. In this advocacy initiative, the RIS and NITI Aayog together
have held so far four national level consultations. All the stakeholders are
invited. In each Conference focus is on one goal so that things are not
jumbled up. If a day is devoted to clean water, then all discussion revolves
around the targets of the goal, strategies and policies to attain it and its
interconnectivities and inter relativities and as advocacy function on how
to bring the stakeholders at one platform so that a common decision
evolves regarding achieving the particular goal.
The States, it is expected, would have come out with some mapping
and the NITI Aayog gets an occasion to review that mapping also so that
by that time when the indicators are available, targets and the reporting
system are assigned to them. That is how, based on those reports, India
will be preparing and submitting its first report.
Dr. A Mathur, DG, TERI observed all the seventeen goals or sixteen
effective goals are related to climate change. The energy sector has three
parts: access, renewability and energy efficiency. The moment the use of
renewable energy is increased, climate change issue will be addressed.
The other big question is about cities and human settlements. Most of the
energy consumption is in cities. This effects the water by changing rainfall
patterns, river flows, nature, intensity and pattern of cyclones in coastal
areas. In coastal areas, the need is to have resilient structures which are
not affected by weather disturbances. In brief, whatever the Government
intends to give to the citizens is in SDGs.
There are three programmes for addressing climate change. First is on
renewable energy. The aim is to give electricity to all citizens. At present
the cheapest electricity comes from coal. The aim is to increase renewable
energy and also increase energy efficiency to minimise use of energy.
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Replacing the CFL bulbs by LED will automatically reduce the consumption
of electricity. Same is the case for industries. For development, more and
more industries will come up, but industries too need to increase their
energy efficiency to sustain competition.
Referring to the smart cities mission he said such cities have to be
equipped with all facilities by which they can be made resilient and tolerate
natural disasters as cyclone or flood, etc. There will be efforts and sincere
attempts to ensure that most facilities of the cities are locally generated
like locally generated renewable energy. When climate change, energy
efficiency and water issues are addressed, SDGs will be addressed
simultaneously as all these are inter related and in one line.
The discussions were followed by an interesting interactive Questionanswer session by the experts.
Workshop III
The Third Workshop on Sustainable Development Goals was organised
by SRI on 7 December 2016. The workshop focussed on Goals 1, 4 and 8
relating to poverty alleviation through skill development and employment
generation and quality education. There were six speakers in total. They
were: Shri Manish Kumar, MD, National Skill Development Corporation;
Shri T.N. Ninan, Chairman, Business Standard Limited; Shri Sanjeev
Bikhchandani, Executive Vice-Chairman, InfoEdge; Prof K. Ramachandran,
National University of Educational Planning and Administration (NUEPA);
Prof. Richard Hay, MP and Md. Badruddoza Khan, MP.
Shri Manish Kumar, observed that we need to provide some perspective
on how skilling and poverty are interlinked and also what are we doing,
what are the different ways by which we are going to ensure that skilling
leads to poverty reduction.
Shri T.N. Ninan laid focus on the real world experiences related to
skilling, education and employment and also on some statistics to give the
larger picture. He emphasised to make a point that was common to all big
corporate houses such as TVS Motors, Infosys, TCS, Wipro, etc. He
highlighted that in all the cases it is the employer who is doing the skill
training and the person getting skilled knows that if he or she pays attention
and does well, there will be a job. He said that the link between training
and employment is the fundamental issue and that there is a need to focus
on it. He made a reference about the dual model of training followed in
Germany which has been successful. In the German Model people work at
the plant for half a day and for half a day they are in the training
establishment listening to lectures and learning in the workshop. This is
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learning and working at the same time and once the training is over one
becomes a full time employee. Also, he said that we have been so far
looking at the supply side of the labour market and trying to provide more
people with skills while the real issue is from the demand side. He
underscored when jobs are not there, why should a person undertake
skilling? And if there are no jobs, skilling will not work. He gave the
example of micro and small enterprises under the MUDRA Scheme. He said
micro and small enterprises have no scope of growth and if they do not
have scope of good productivity or technology, they are not going to
provide an answer to the job problem. This is why he said there is a need
to address the job issue as the single most important question to achieve
Sustainable Development Goals, for skilling, for increasing income level,
for poverty alleviation, etc. While speaking about education, Shri T.N.
Ninan stressed on shifting from quantity to quality as there is 98 to 99 per
cent of universal primary school enrolment and most schools have improved
their facilities. He also said that 40 per cent of our school children from
Class 1 to Class 8 are now in private schools, 60 per cent are in Government
schools and the percentage of children in private schools is going up by
one per cent every year. So, by 2030 the majority of school children will
be in private schools. The need is to address the issue of quality of
education both in Government and private schools. Thus, the focus must
be on the quality of education, which means teacher training, pedagogy,
teaching methods, practice of teaching, etc.
Shri Sanjeev Bikhchandani observed that jobs have grown. Many
industries and companies have come which were not there some 30 years
ago. Indian IT services, call centres, private banks, private telecom
companies, private insurance companies that did not exist earlier are all
creating jobs. New companies and start up create more jobs. So, there is
a need to encourage new companies and start ups. He also said that every
client complains that they are not getting people but India has got plenty
of people. We have to ensure that people have talent and they have a
marketable talent. He further said that India has, through massive
Government investment in education, and support of educational
institutions, both private and public, has created an opportunity for
hardworking sincere young people. There is a new kind of entrepreneur
culture emerging in India, which is first generation educated and qualified
entrepreneur by choice and this is the contribution of India’s education
system, the IITs, the IIMs and those that followed.
Prof. K. Ramachandran of NUEPA stressed that we are producing
unemployable graduates when we look at why the problem is there in
terms of employment. He said if we ask the IT industry they say that
60 per cent of those who have MCT ought to be retrained again to enable
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them to get jobs. We normally train students to get a job and not to do
the job. The change is from getting a job to make them do the job. That
is the kind of competency we are looking at.
Prof. Richard Hay said that education and skill development are related
to poverty eradication and they are all linked. He further stated that the
skill development initiative should spread to different parts of our country
and that we should train our villagers so that they get very good employment
opportunities.

BRICS Women Parliamentarians’ Forum Meeting on Women
Parliamentarians: Enablers for Achieving SDGs, Jaipur
The Second Meeting of the BRICS Women Parliamentarians’ Forum was
held in Jaipur, Rajasthan on 20 and 21 August 2016, with the theme,
Women Parliamentarians : Enablers for achieving SDGs. The idea to establish
a BRICS Parliamentary Forum emerged as a result of increasing cooperation
in diverse areas of mutual interest within the framework of BRICS.
Interactions among the BRICS parliamentarians began with a meeting on
the margins of the G20 Speakers’ Meeting in Seoul, South Korea, in May
2011. Since then, there have been regular interactions among the BRICS
Parliaments, culminating in the first Meeting of the BRICS Parliamentary
Forum which was held in Moscow on 8 June 2015.
The Jaipur Meeting deliberated on various issues pertaining to the
implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the role
of women Parliamentarians in facilitating it, through a Plenary Session on
Perspectives on implementation of SDGs and two Working Sessions, one on
Achieving SDGs – Role of Women Parliamentarians in involving citizens and
the other on Containing Climate Change – Imperatives of Global
Cooperation, over two days.
The Inaugural Session of the Meeting took place in the Chamber of the
Rajasthan Vidhan Sabha on 20 August 2016. The Chief Minister of Rajasthan,
Smt. Vasundhara Raje; the Speaker of Rajasthan Vidhan Sabha, Shri Kailash
Meghwal; the Deputy Speaker of Lok Sabha, Dr. M. Thambidurai; several
Union and State Ministers; and members of Rajasthan Vidhan Sabha graced
the occasion. The other dignitaries on the dais at the Inaugural Ceremony
were Ms. Thandi Modise, the Chairperson, National Council of Provinces of
South Africa; Ms. Galina Karelova, Deputy Chairperson of the Council of
Federation, Russia and Head of the Russian Delegation; Ms. Wen Ma, Member
of the Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress of China and
Head of the Chinese Delegation; and Prof. Dorinha Seabra Rezende, MP,
Chamber of Deputies, Brazil and Head of the Brazilian Delegation.
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The Speaker of Lok Sabha, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan, in her inaugural
address, said that the Meeting is an endeavour on the part of the BRICS
Women Parliamentarians for enhancing parliamentary cooperation in
furthering the agenda of BRICS, especially in affirming their role in ensuring
the effective implementation of the SDGs in their respective countries.
Highlighting Rajasthan’s tradition of fostering sustainable development,
Speaker Mahajan stressed that successful implementation of the SDGs in
the BRICS countries should begin with a focus on the indigenous ways of
achieving the SDGs and in meeting the challenge of climate change. She
said that women have a natural instinct towards development and progress
and, therefore, women parliamentarians should play an active role in
involving citizens in the development process, besides strengthening
innovative partnerships with civil society organizations. She urged to make
changes in lifestyles that would make people less dependent on energy
and more sustainable in their consumption. She also observed that traditional
practices embedded in venerable philosophical views are crucial to
encourage such changes.
Setting the tone for discussion on the agenda, the Lok Sabha Speaker
emphasized that mobilization of financial resources, as well as capacity
building and transfer of technologies to developing countries on favourable
terms would play a vital role in the implementation of the SDGs. She
lauded such initiatives like the establishment of New Development Bank by
the BRICS. She also underlined the legislative, representational and
leadership roles of women parliamentarians in enabling the implementation
of the SDGs. She said that women parliamentarians have special
responsibilities in mobilizing the participation of citizens, engaging the
governance processes, helping to define development priorities and providing
leadership to grassroots organizations and initiatives. The experiences and
knowledge gained through these roles would help them to contribute to
the content of legislative proposals. She reiterated the commitment of the
Parliament of India in extending cooperation to international efforts towards
eradicating poverty and called for greater cooperation among the BRICS
Governments and parliamentarians.
Earlier, welcoming the dignitaries, the Speaker of the Rajasthan Vidhan
Sabha, Shri Kailash Chandra Meghwal said the lofty goals of the SDGs can
be fulfilled only with the realization of gender equality which is prominently
underlined in the 2030 Agenda. Women parliamentarians from the BRICS
countries would have to take effective part in the law-making, in the
Committees, and also in the social audit of different projects undertaken
by the Government, he said. He also underlined the importance of the
BRICS grouping, pointing to the similar economic characteristics and their
common interest in the democratization of the international economic
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Speaker, Lok Sabha delivering her address at the Meeting of BRICS Women
Parliamentarians’ Forum held at Jaipur

Lok Sabha Speaker with other Delegates at the Business Session of the BRICS Women
Parliamentarians’ Forum Meeting
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Dignitaries at the Meeting of BRICS Women Parliamentarians’ Forum, Jaipur

A view of the Session in progress at Jaipur
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Speaker, Lok Sabha participating in the discussion at Jaipur

A view of the Delegates attending the Meeting of BRICS Women Parliamentarians’ Forum
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Speaker, Lok Sabha, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan with the Chief Minister of Rajasthan,
Smt. Vasundhara Raje at the Meeting of BRICS Women Parliamentarians’ Forum

order and hoped that increase in women’s political participation would
lead to eliminating violence against women and to their empowerment,
which is vital to development.
Recalling the successful launch of the BRICS Parliamentary Forum held
in Russia in 2015 and highlighting the important role that parliamentarians
can play in global politics and economy, the Chairperson of the National
Council of Provinces of South Africa, Ms. Thandi Modise emphasized on the
activities of BRICS in strengthening mutual cooperation on societal matters
such as health, education, sports, culture and youth. On the SDGs front,
Ms. Modise stressed that the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
goes hand in hand with the Addis Ababa Action Agenda on Financing for
Development agreed to by the UN member countries. Referring to SDG–5
on Achieving Gender Equality and Empower all Women and Girls, she
pointed out that women are still not adequately represented in politics,
economy and other important centres of power. Unless the participation
of women in public life is increased and representation is achieved at
strategic decision-making structures, the global goals cannot be achieved.
She also said that in order to transform the world as visualized in the 2030
Agenda, women parliamentarians have an added responsibility to contribute
in uplifting the status of women.
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In the Plenary Session, the delegates took up the theme, Perspectives
on Implementation of SDGs for discussion at length and outlined and
highlighted the challenges faced by developing countries in the
implementation of SDGs. Smt. Kavitha K., MP, Lok Sabha, as moderator of
the Session, put the theme in perspective by highlighting the situation in
the BRICS countries and the role of women parliamentarians in creating a
broad mechanism on issues pertaining to SDGs. Professor Dorinha Seabra
Rezende, MP, Head of Delegation from Brazil, the first panelist of the
Session, said that the focus should be on mutual cooperation for energy
efficiency and proposed various projects in this regard. She felt that the
participation of women should be promoted in every sphere, and the
emphasis has to be on making women partners to take measures as leaders
for building a society which is globally sustainable. While acknowledging
various challenges, she opined that terrorism is the most important problem
facing humankind. She cautioned that there will be change in climate,
which would create further problem, and stated that these challenges
needed to be recognized. Professor Rezende felt the urgency and importance
of action to work for the new agenda and stressed on the need to promote
public policy. Ms. Wen Ma, Member of the Standing Committee of the
National People’s Congress of China, one of the Panelists of the Plenary
Session, stressed the need for a peaceful and sustainable environment to
facilitate implementation of the global development goals by eradicating
potential threats to global peace. She appealed for collective efforts which
would inject more strength into achieving these Goals, adding that China
is ready to work with other BRICS countries for global cooperation.
Ms. N. Marchesi, MP, from South Africa, highlighted the importance of
women empowerment in South Africa so as to take the representation of
women in Parliament from 20 per cent at present to a higher level, which
would facilitate women parliamentarians’ role in the implementation of
SDGs. She emphasized that capacity-building and the acquisition of
technology and knowledge are important for achieving the desired goals.
Kumari Selja, MP, Rajya Sabha while referring to the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, stressed the importance of finance, technology
and capacity-building in achieving the sustainable development goals as
highlighted in Goal 17 of SDGs. She said that the successful implementation
of SDGs will depend on a country’s policies, priorities and programmes.
Inviting the attention of the delegates to the practice of Corporate Social
Responsibility in India, she emphasized the need to promote such practices
to finance SDGs. Kumari Selja also urged the women parliamentarians to
get themselves actively involved in the global developmental endeavours.
The Plenary Session was followed by two subsequent Sessions. The
First Session of the Meeting delved into the theme, Achieving SDGs — Role
of Women Parliamentarians in involving Citizens.
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During the Session, Ms. Wen Ma observed that development is crucial
to national economy and people’s well being and is, therefore, the common
responsibility of all countries. The issues confronting the people — from
traditional ones such as economic growth, poverty alleviation, people’s
livelihood, healthcare and education to new challenges such as climate
change and terrorism — can all be traced back to the root cause of
inadequate development and can only be tackled fundamentally through
development. She stressed fully implementing the SDGs is not only the
solemn commitment of world leaders but also the strong aspiration of the
general public, including women. She further added it is important to
mobilize various sides to make joint efforts to uphold the principle of
people-centered approach and facilitate the participation of all individuals
in sustainable development; ensure better development and empowerment
of women and coordinate economic, social and environmental development
and encourage women parliamentarians to take the lead in actively
participating in the implementation process. At both national and global
levels, the implementation of the Agenda calls for the participation of
Parliaments.
Setting the tone of the Session, the first Panelist, Prof. Dorinha Seabra
Rezende, MP, Brazil said the women parliamentarians need to bring positive
change everywhere and fight for equality, citizenship and well-being for
all. The second Panelist of the Session Ms. Salia Murzabaeva, MP, Russia
said women parliamentarians have to play an important role for achieving
the goals of sustainable development. Although they have a large number
of challenges like poverty, inequality, unemployment and terrorism, they
have a humanistic approach to resolve these problems. Achieving SDGs is
not possible without broad awareness building efforts. By combining their
efforts, the women parliamentarians can make a major contribution in
shaping public opinion in promoting and implementing the new global
development goals, she added.
Participating in the discussion, Ms. Geovania de Sa, MP, Brazil opined
that there is a need to rise above national level to provide work access
and dignity to women through integration of economies. Another delegate
from Brazil, Ms. Leandre said that women should be drawn more and more
to politics to reduce political inequality and to have more representatives.
They may be in majority in population but unfortunately in minority in
Parliament. Ms. T. Wana, MP, South Africa referred to a unique programme
of taking Parliament to people for public hearing. This has helped the
legislators to address the problems and to rectify to suit the needs of the
hour and creating awareness to protect their rights, she mentioned. Ms.
Damina Pereira, MP, from Brazil pointed out that gender inequality and
lack of stimulus have prevented women from realizing their potential
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which should be addressed to implement the SDGs and informed the august
gathering that to achieve parity and women empowerment, Brazil has
approved five minutes propaganda in radio and television to propagate
women oriented programmes and local initiatives close to the society,
targeting social groups like sexual workers and other marginalized sections.
Smt. Jaya Bachchan, MP, Rajya Sabha, referring to the multifaceted
personality that a woman possess said the development strategies should
focus on gender equality, investment in basic health care, education and
poverty eradication since extreme poverty affects women the most.
Smt. Supriya Sule, MP, Lok Sabha, the Chairperson of the second part of
the Session concluded by summing up the various opinions put forth by the
discussants. For achievement of SDGs, it is necessary that the root causes
of under-development are addressed and removed. At BRICS, ‘together we
can make a difference’, she added. While concluding the session, Moderator
Smt. K. Geetha quoted Milinda Gates and said ‘A woman with a voice is
by definition a strong woman. So, we all have got the voice though, we
are all elected representatives having voice being given by the people’.
She also quoted Mr. Stowe that ‘Women are the real architects of the
society’. Smt. Geetha said all have been benefited from the deliberations
here which has brought to the fore the vital role of women parliamentarians
in involving citizens in the endeavour towards achieving SDGs.
The theme of the Second Session of the Meeting was Containing Climate
Change — Imperatives of Global Cooperation. During this session, the
Meeting also adopted the Jaipur Declaration.
Dr. Heena Gavit, MP, Lok Sabha, the Moderator for the Session,
introduced the subject, highlighting the critical role of women in addressing
the issues relating to climate change, given their local knowledge and
expertise in sustainable resource management strategies at the household
and community levels. She said that studying the problem of climate
change from a woman parliamentarian’s perspective is significant as women
are highly affected by climate change, environmental degradation, distress
migration and displacement in times of natural calamities.
Opening the Session, Smt. Bhavana Pundlikrao Gawali, MP, Lok Sabha,
Chairperson of the Session, observed that Climate Change is one of the
most difficult problems facing the world today. She pointed out that in
India, the developmental plans have included programmes for improvement
of sanitation, water availability, health, environmental education and
financial inclusion, which are all important to protect the environment.
She also said that much of India’s development agenda is reflected in the
SDGs. The first Panelist, Ms. Caixia Lv, member of the Environmental
Protection and Resources Conservation Committee of the National People’s
31

Congress of China, said that Climate Change poses challenges for the
whole world and no single country could stay aloof from it. Ms. Caixia said
that China had submitted their nationally determined contribution, making
clear a number of goals which should be reached approximately by 2030.
China has been an active participant in international cooperation on climate
change and carefully follows its commitment to South-South cooperation
policies on climate change, supporting developing countries, least developed
countries, landlocked developing countries and small island developing
countries in particular, to fight against challenges brought by climate change.
She concluded that the Meeting of the BRICS Women Parliamentarians’
Forum is an important platform for woman parliamentarians to exchange
views and stressed the imperative for building closer cooperative ties
between BRICS countries, and to make new contributions to global efforts
to fight against climate change. Ms. Vandana Chavan, MP, Rajya Sabha
emphasized the importance of the Forum as it provides an opportunity to
share the best practices and exchange ideas and experiences.
Parliamentarians can learn from each other and, accordingly, make
interventions in their respective Parliaments to push the climate agenda
and their respective Governments to enact ‘climate change’ law. She
stressed that women parliamentarians play a critical role in creating
awareness at the grassroots level on issues of climate change, where the
real change takes place. She also said that they can contribute in this
global drive to contain the impacts of climate change by encouraging
relevant policies and practices such as use of renewable energy, public
transportation, solid waste disposal, green building and architecture, sewage
treatment, water conservation, protection of biodiversity and afforestation.
Ms. Bruna Furlan, MP from Brazil, stated that global cooperation is
imperative to address issues like reducing temperature and bringing down
the emission levels. Brazil is fully aware of this global problem and is
working in this direction. Ms. Leandre, MP from Brazil, intervened to stress
that all countries must contribute to contain climate change impacts and
BRICS should focus on this as well. She added that in Brazil, they have in
place the national policy to review and ensure emission reduction, and the
Parliament of Brazil works to oversee the projects and policies to improve
life, protect forests and combat global warming.
Ms. Elena Bibikova, member of the Council of the Federation, Russia,
speaking on the subject, highlighted the contribution and commitment of
Russia in containing the impacts of climate change. Smt. Kavitha K., MP
from India, intervened to mention that while stress is laid on the
implementation of SDGs so as to achieve the desired goals, the fundamental
differences between the developed and the developing countries also needs
to be realized. There cannot be a one-size-fits-all formula in this regard.
The principle of common but differentiated responsibilities must be
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acknowledged. She then shared with the assembly the most positive
experience of combating the drought like situation in her State of Telangana
by reviving water bodies and taking up afforestation projects. Smt. Renuka
Butta, MP, Lok Sabha, warned that global warming, if not checked, will
lead to rise in sea water levels and other such concerns. She said the
Green Climate Fund, if established, will go a long way in facilitating
implementation of various high-tech projects to reduce the impact of
climate change.
Ms. P. Kekana, MP of the National Assembly of South Africa, stated that
while global efforts are being made to contain the impacts of climate
change, the need is to recognize the priorities of the developing countries
and the least-developed countries. South Africa has always remained on
the forefront in reducing green house gases and also in favour of enhanced
global cooperation in this respect, she mentioned. Smt. Kahkashan Parween,
MP, Rajya Sabha, stressed that women can play a very important role in
combating climate change. However, they are the worst sufferers when it
comes to poverty, drought, global warming, etc. Smt. Vijila Sathyananth,
MP, Rajya Sabha intervened to share the traditional ways of containing CO2
emission, water harvesting practices and efficient use of energies. Smt.
Geetha K., MP, Lok Sabha observed that women, as caregivers, have the
privilege of access to local knowledge and expertise and traditional
conservation practices. Thus, she stressed that it is imperative on the part
of parliamentarians to actively engage in involving citizens in the drive
towards a better and sustainable world. Prof. Dorinha Seabra Rezende,
Chairperson of the Session, while concluding the discussions, observed
that parliamentarians can intervene and drive towards successful
implementation and achievement of SDGs through their legislative, oversight
and educative roles. As regards achieving the goals and targets set under
SDGs, she stressed that the global community must accomplish what has
been agreed to.
After the discussion the Jaipur Declaration was presented and adopted
unanimously, as is given below:

JAIPUR DECLARATION
We, the Women Parliamentarians from the Federative Republic of
Brazil, the Russian Federation, the Republic of India, the People’s Republic
of China and the Republic of South Africa having assembled at this meeting
of the BRICS Women Parliamentarians’ Forum on the theme — Women
Parliamentarians — Enablers for Achieving SDGs on 20-21 August, 2016 at
Jaipur.
Recognising that the Meeting bears utmost relevance as we strive
towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030;
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Strongly believing that the SDGs and the associated targets do
constitute a comprehensive plan towards achieving meaningful growth
and progress and will stimulate action in areas of crucial importance
involving people, planet, prosperity, peace and partnership;
Reaffirming the Ufa Declaration adopted during the 7th BRICS Summit
on July 9, 2015 that there has to be an integrated approach to implement
the Post-2015 Development Agenda;
Stressing that the countries need to judiciously prioritise and adopt
the goals and targets in line with local challenges and capacities and
resources;
Expressing concern over the deleterious effects of climate change on
ecological systems, biodiversity and food production;
Welcoming the Addis Ababa Action Agenda that stresses financing for
development and transfer of technology to and capacity building measures
in the developing and least developed countries on favourable terms;
Bearing in mind that BRICS Parliamentarians especially women
Parliamentarians are well placed to promote the transformational agenda
of SDGs in providing a legislative framework in formulating people-centric
policies and in implementing and monitoring the progress in achieving
SDGs;
Acknowledging that the informed deliberations on the theme of the
Meeting Women Parliamentarians: Enablers for Achieving SDGs have helped
to frame, crystallize and contextualize issues that are as integral and
indispensible elements of SDGs.
Do hereby:
●

●

●
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Express commitment to intensify mutual cooperation based on
the framework and associated action plan agreed upon and
reaffirmed at the First BRICS Parliamentary Forum held in Moscow
in 2015, and to strengthen their strategic partnership on all the
three dimensions of sustainable development, viz., economic
growth, social inclusion and environmental protection,
Call upon international financial institutions to support and
facilitate financing for development on favourable terms for the
developing and the least developed countries, and to help them
gain easier access to new and affordable technologies for capacity
building, as envisaged under the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change and the Paris Agreement,
Underscore the need to address climate change in all its
manifestations, and work out integrated solutions to preserve
and protect ecological systems and forests and ensure food
security,

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

Underline the significance of expeditious parliamentary approval
of SDG related legislation and adequate budgetary resources,
oversight and monitoring of implementation through procedural
devices and Parliamentary Committees,
Stress the need to engender all legislative and development plans
for incorporating gender concerns into the processes and
procedures, to contribute more vigorously to robust legislation
and policy making and to coordinate their efficacious
implementation,
Reiterate the imperative of greater involvement of women
parliamentarians in integrating citizens as stakeholders in the
processes of development to create ownership of the SDGs, and
their pivotal role in providing leadership to and mentoring of
elected women representatives at the grass-roots, so that they
can be agents of change in achieving SDGs,
Call for Equity, Inclusivity and Sustainability to be factored into
all development plans,
Commit to work tirelessly to ensure that society progresses in a
manner that accommodates the needs of today’s world without
endangering the capacity of the coming generations to meet their
future requirements,
Emphasise the need to inform, communicate and educate citizens
about developmental schemes, and strive to ensure effective
utilization of funds and efficient service delivery mechanism,
Further emphasise the need to institutionalize the BRICS Women
Parliamentarians’ Forum to become an integral component as
Enablers of Achieving SDGs and similar issues of mutual interest
to BRICS Member States,
Resolve to encourage the BRICS Women Parliamentarians to strive
towards Broad-based Resilient, Inclusive, and Credible and
Community-driven Sustainable (BRICS) Development as a means
to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals.

The Chief Minister of Rajasthan, Smt. Vasundhara Raje, in her
Valedictory Address, put the theme of the Meeting in perspective by pointing
out the special and varied roles that women play in the family, society and
the nation, bringing into these roles compassion and care which make
them more able guardians. She reiterated the importance of the SDGs and
the core principles underlying them, and called for working together to
build resilient cities, reduce inequality and modify consumption patterns
in order to realize the SDGs and safeguard the future of humankind. She
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referred to the similar challenges that the BRICS countries face and the
strengths they have in common, and said that BRICS can play a catalytic
role in forging partnership among women lawmakers in mainstreaming
SDGs into the national policies.
Citing India’s, and in particular Rajasthan’s example, Smt. Vasundhara
Raje said that despite the daunting challenge of financing its development
needs, India believes that the task before it is doable. Rajasthan has not
only a woman Chief Minister but also half of the elected representatives
in the State are women who are managers of change. Under India’s
cooperative federalism, the State of Rajasthan has formulated policies and
schemes with support from the Union Government to create a development
model based on social justice, effective governance and job creation.
Applauding the BRICS Women Parliamentarians’ Meeting, Smt. Vasundhara
Raje desired that the Meeting held in Jaipur should evolve into a regular
event for BRICS women leaders to deliberate and take stock of achievements
and bottlenecks.
The Speaker of Lok Sabha, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan, in her Concluding
Address, said that a historic step in inter-parliamentary dialogue has been
taken through the Meeting, by bringing together women parliamentarians
from the five BRICS countries straddling Asia, Europe, Africa and Latin
America. Affirming her faith on dialogue among parliamentarians in
deepening cooperation and promoting strategic partnerships, she expressed
satisfaction that the Meeting provided an opportunity to learn and benefit
from one another through sharing experiences and best practices in their
respective countries. She urged the parliamentarians to take their
responsibility seriously in exercising oversight role over their Governments
in implementing the SDGs. She appreciated the sharing of best practices
in the BRICS member countries, especially on furthering women’s welfare
and encouraging women’s involvement in the development process. The
Speaker, Lok Sabha noted the concerns highlighted by the delegates on
dealing with climate change, and urged the BRICS member countries to
focus on the implementation of SDGs to safeguard the collective future.

South Asian Speakers’ Summit on Sustainable Development Goals,
Indore, 18-20 February 2017
The South Asian Speakers Summit on Sustainable Development Goals
was organized jointly by Parliament of India and the Inter-Parliamentary
Union (IPU) in Indore from 18 to 20 February 2017. The Speaker,
Lok Sabha, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan; the Speaker of Afghanistan, Mr. Abdul
Raouf Ibrahimi; Speaker of Bangladesh, Dr. Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury;
Speaker of the National Assembly of Bhutan, Mr. Jigme Zangpo; Speaker of
Maldives, Mr. Abdulla Maseeh Mohamad; Speaker of Nepal, Ms. Onasari
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Gharti; Speaker of Sri Lanka, Mr. Karu Jayasuriya; Deputy Speaker,
Lok Sabha, Dr. M. Thambidurai; Secretary of the Senate Board, Meshrano
Jirga, Mr. Abdullah Qarluq; Deputy Chairperson, National Council of Bhutan,
Mr. Tshering Dorjee; and President of IPU, Mr. Saber Chowdhury participated
in the Conference.
Inaugurating the Summit, Speaker of Lok Sabha, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan
spoke about how South Asia shares a common history as well as destiny.
She expressed the need to work in tandem to achieve the goals for peace
and prosperity of the people. Elaborating further, she said that the
Sustainable Development Goals have set global priorities for progress of
humanity. The SDGs emphasize on achieving a balance between three
pillars — economic growth, social development and environmental protection
and that this approach somehow is very much required in contemporary
growth and development strategy and is very close to the philosophy of
life that the region always espoused for in last several centuries.
She emphasized that development at the cost of culture is not
sustainable at all and that development is possible and sustainable only if
it has a human face. Recalling Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, India’s leading
political philosopher and mass leader, she quoted his words:
“Integral humanism is the basis for development as it espouses
indigenous economic model that puts the human being at the center
stage.”
She further said that SDGs are aspirational and they reflect the wider
expectations of our people. A goal without a plan is just a wish. She
asserted that inclusive and broad based economic growth has to be promoted
to reduce the widening gap between the rich and the poor. Ensuring
effective delivery of schemes, which targets the people at the bottom of
the socio-economic strata of the society goes a long way in eradicating
poverty and achieving the very first goal that is about poverty alleviation.
She pointed out that although the 21st century belongs to Asia there
is a need to surmount the challenges before our countries in the South
Asian region in particular. She said that governments in the region have
committed to achieving the SDGs and have set forth in that direction. In
case of India, much of India’s developmental agenda is mirrored in the
Sustainable Development Goals. India is expected to have an expenditure
of about 565 billion dollars per annum approximately in the next 15 years
to achieve SDGs. This would require help from all possible quarters including
the developed countries and international Institutions. She stressed that in
order to achieve effective reliable development data collection is a major
challenge before the policy makers.
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On gender equality she said that it is a crucial factor for the
achievement of SDGs and that the adage that when you educate a woman,
you educate a society clearly applies in Indian social set up. The need for
ensuring economic independence and awareness about inheritance rights
to give women the confidence to face life as it comes was emphasized by
her. She pointed out that elimination of child marriage, access to
reproductive healthcare facilities and overall emphasis on hygiene and
personal care of women are few areas countries need to concentrate.
Acknowledging women’s role in climate change, she said that women
are the most vulnerable people and are most at risk from climate change
as 80 per cent of the women in villages work in farms. Through their
experiences and traditional knowledge, women can offer valuable insights
into better managing the climate and its risks. However, their knowledge
about traditional practices is often excluded from decisions about
sustainable ecosystems.
She further said that the countries of the region have acknowledged
that the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change is the
primary international, intergovernmental forum for negotiating global
response to climate change that takes into cognizance the principle of
Common but Differentiated Responsibilities (CBDR) to protect interests of
developing countries.
She pointed out that nurture the nature has been the guiding philosophy
of Indian way of living and that is inherent to Indian tradition and culture.
She reminded about SAARC mandate for coordination and cooperation to
implement SDGs in the Region. She opined that sharing of experiences in
certain areas and contextualizing targets at sub-regional level can also be
explored. Emphasizing the role of parliamentarians she said,
parliamentarians, who are often the bridge between people and their
government, have a great role to play in achieving these targets. As
elected representatives, it is their duty to ensure that the respective
governments take concrete measures for realizing these goals. The road
map to end poverty, malnutrition, illiteracy, ignorance, disease and
discrimination, especially of the girl child, requires conscious effort and
concerted action from all to achieve the desired results.
Addressing the Summit, the President of IPU, Mr. Saber H. Chowdhury
pointed out that the SDGs are of vital importance and that aspire to leave
no one behind. He said partnerships are going to be critically important
when it comes to delivering on the SDGs - partnerships across the board,
within Parliaments, within various Ministries, between Parliaments and
Governments. Parliamentarians and Parliaments have responsibilities that
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relate to legislation, policy coherence, oversight and of course appropriation
of resources through budgetary processes. If there is going to be success
at the global level in achieving the SDGs, South Asia has to deliver.
He pointed out that South Asia’s track record in the MDGs has been
quite good in terms of poverty alleviation, gender and primary education.
Still, there are over 500 million people, that is about 31 percent, who are
trapped in extreme poverty in South Asia. That is on the basis of one
dollar 25 cents per day as the line. A staggering amount of almost 10 to
20 per cent of GDPs, i.e. 5 trillion dollars is required to meet the gaps in
infrastructure development, he added.
The Plenary Session on Identifying Resources for SDGs implementation
in South Asia: Opportunities for Parliamentary Cooperation, witnessed a
very informed and stimulating discussion.
Dr. Arvind Pangariya, Vice-President, Niti Aayog, Resource Person, said
growth is absolutely critical to all of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals
that the Members of the United Nations have agreed to pursue until 2030.
He further said that South Asia is the fastest growing region at about 7 per
cent by all estimates. Between 2002 and 2015, the per capita income
more than tripled in the region that is just about a 13 year period,
multiplied by a factor 3.3 to be precise. Poverty has come crashing down
taking the international poverty line that the World Bank uses, the figure
in Bangladesh came down from 49 per cent in 2000 to 32 per cent in 2010;
in India it came down from 37 per cent in 2004 to 22 per cent in 2011;
in Sri Lanka the number came down from 22.7 per cent in 2002 to 6.7 per
cent in 2012. These, he pointed out are by any stretch of imagination very
impressive set of figures, very impressive progress.
Also, Gross enrolment ratios have grown at unprecedented rates during
this period in the South Asian region. Taking the region as a whole, the
primary level gross enrolment ratios went up from 91 per cent in 2001 to
about 109 per cent in 2014, that again is very impressive and certainly
unprecedented rate of progress. He said that growth works because it
directly puts incomes in the hands of people; it creates jobs; it reduces
poverty and of course it reduces hunger. It puts purchasing power in the
hands of the people. It also empowers people by putting more income in
their hands by enabling them to access education whether it is provided
publicly or privately; and likewise it enables people to access health and
again whether it is provided publicly or privately. But indirectly also, in
fact, the more powerful reason that growth works is that it empowers the
Government by putting ever rising revenues in its hands.
39

Speaker, Lok Sabha with other Dignitaries on the Dias during the Inaugural Ceremony
of the South Asian Speakers’ Summit at Indore

Lamp Lightening Ceremony at the South Asian Speakers’ Summit at Indore
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Inaugural Ceremony of the South Asian Speakers’ Summit in progress

President of Inter-Parliamentary Union, Mr. Saber H. Chowdhury addressing the Summit
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Speaker, Lok Sabha delivering her Inaugural Address at the Summit

Secretary-General, Lok Sabha, Shri Anoop Mishra giving the Vote of Thanks
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Delegates at the South Asian Speakers’ Summit

A view of the Session in progress
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Speaker, Lok Sabha with the Speaker of the Bangaldesh Parliament and the Chairperson,
CPA Executive Committee, Dr. Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury; and the President of IPU,
Mr. Saber H. Chowdhury

Speaker, Lok Sabha addressing the Summit
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A view of the Summit

Speaker, Lok Sabha, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan reading out the Indore Declaration
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In 2015, the Third International Conference on Financing and
Development at Addis Ababa explored the issue as to wherefrom the
developmental resources would come for the 2030 agenda. He said that
the domestic resource mobilization is very much impacted by what goes
on internationally given what the rules of the game are. A lot of illicit
cross-border financial flows happen from the developing countries to the
developed countries and that means less resource left for the social
spending. Likewise, the trans-pricing practices by the multinational
companies results in loss of revenues, as also profit-shifting and base
erosion. These issues have been taken up in the G-20 also but progress has
been relatively slow. UNCTAD estimates that there are about 450 billion
dollars worth of corporate profits that get shifted annually from developing
to developed countries resulting in loss of revenue.
He pointed out that India receives an aid of only about 0.25 per cent
of the GDP and a vast proportion of it in loans. In short, roughly about
90 per cent of it actually goes back in paying the interests on the past
loans. In Paris Agreement, which sets out a global action plan to put the
world on track to avoid dangerous climate change, in parallel, there is a
commitment by the developed countries to provide 100 billion dollars per
annum to meet their index.
In his presentation, the other Resource Person on the subject, Mr. Yuri
Afanasiev, UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative in
India, said that there is a whole North-South dilemma or the developed
versus developing countries on the role and responsibility in terms of the
implementation of SDGs and enabling that implementation. There is a
group of countries and India that need to continue this conversation and
demand the resolution to this issue because without it a proper
implementation of the SDGs agenda in the coming 15 years will be seriously
hampered.
He further said that for the first time in human history, the SDGs and
the Paris Agreement are a global pact to which everybody signed up and
to which everybody contributed. Applauding the role of Indian Parliament,
he said that he was proud to say that the Parliament of India has now
dedicated a day in a Session for the SDGs. He further said that the Prime
Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has been very clear and forceful about
introducing SDGs agenda as one that India can certainly embrace in its
national development strategy which is going to be released literally in
the weeks and months to come.
On technology transfer, he said that a two track approach is required.
One is reminding the countries of their commitment to allocate ODA at
0.7 per cent, and the other to allocate additional resources for climate
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change and to take ownership over the responsibility for shared but
differentiated responsibilities for the effect of the climate change that is
being clearly witnessed today.
Intervening in the discussion, Mr. Karu Jayasuriya, Speaker of Parliament
of Sri Lanka said that Parliament can play an effective role in ensuring
that adequate financial resources are allocated throughout the budget
cycle. The Parliamentary Finance Committees are sectoral oversight
committees and can play a crucial role in this regard as these Committees
are required to analyse the Budget and make recommendations to prioritize
in implementation of the SDGs within the national policy.
Highlighting the role of Sri Lankan Parliament, he said that they have
appointed a high powered select committee of Parliament with the
Chairmanship of the Deputy Speaker to enable Parliament to monitor, keep
track and report to Parliament, the progress the Government is making in
the implementation of the SDGs. It presently is taking steps to establish
a Parliamentary Budget office which would analyze resource allocation and
provide the Parliament and related Committees with accurate impartial
and independent information which is essential in the monitoring process
of the implementation of the SDGs.
Participating in the discussion, the Speaker of Parliament of Bhutan
Mr. Jigme Zangpo said that 37 per cent of world’s poor live in South Asia
and infrastructure gap still remains a herculean challenge. He said that
out of 143 targets, 134 SDG targets were included in Bhutan’s 11th Five
Year Plan, excluding targets related to Goal 14 Ocean related and Goal
17 in the field of implementation. In an effort to align for 12th Five Year
Plan, several consultative meetings with the stakeholders have been
initiated. Bhutan is amongst the first priority countries rolling forward
implementation of SDGs since adoption in 2015. Bhutan has prioritized
three SDGs, namely, goal 1 — poverty, goal 13 — climate action and goal
15 - life on land for greater emphasis. These goals were prioritized on the
basis of urgency to address the issue of poverty eradication, Bhutan’s
commitment to the global commitment to remain carbon-neutral and be
a champion by show-casing Bhutan’s success in terms of bio-diversity.
In his Intervention, Ms. Onasari Gharti, the Speaker of Nepal said that
the 17 Goals endorsed by the UN Members are both comprehensive and
inter-connected and that there is a need to localize the developmental
activities with the objective targets and standards.
The Speaker of Maldives, Mr. Abdulla Maseeh Mohamed expressed that
South Asia which is lacking financial resources has plenty of human resource
and technical resources which must be utilized to their maximum.
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The Speaker of Afghanistan, Mr. Abdul Raouf Ibrahimi said that in
today’s world while cooperation among the countries remain an undeniable
fact, it is only with mutual trust and respect to the sovereignty, land
integrity and honest cooperation among the countries that peace and
prosperity to the people of this continent can be brought. Afghanistan and
the whole region faces transnational threats such as terrorism, extremism
and organized crimes and a joint fight against terrorism shall develop a
smooth platform towards the recognition and fulfillment of sustainable
development goals.
Initiating the discussion on Follow up to the Dhaka Declaration
Mr. Saber H. Chaudhury, the IPU President outlined the agenda item and
requested the Speakers to present the Action Taken on the Dhaka Declaration
adopted on 30 and 31 January 2016.
Dwelling on the discussion, Dr. Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury, Speaker of
the Parliament of Bangladesh said that the Dhaka Declaration calls for two
sets of responses by the national Parliaments: general response to the idea
of SDGs, and specific response to tobacco problem. Expressing the
commitment of Bangladesh Parliament to achieve the SDGs, particularly
the Goals related to health and women empowerment, Dr. Chaudhury said
that Bangladesh has devised a comprehensive action plan to implement
the SDGs and to monitor their progress. Bangladesh Parliament organized
a round table discussion on improving coverage of emergency obstetrics
and neonatal care. She informed that the Bangladesh Parliament is
partnering with the IPU on maternal and child health programmes. She
further said that as a legislative milestone, Bangladesh has enacted the
Bangladesh Nursery and Midwife Council Act, 2016 recognizing midwife as
a profession. Pursuing the Dhaka Declaration on Tobacco Free world,
legislative measures have been taken by Bangladesh Parliament for pictorial
warning on tobacco packets.
Sri Lanka has enacted the Sustainable Development Act. It is the first
country to have a cabinet ministry for the SDGs. The country is spending
additional resources on education and health, particularly for prevention
of communicable diseases.
Expressing their commitment for achieving the SDGs, Nepal has accorded
utmost priority to the SDGs. A Committee of Parliament has been constituted
to suggest the ways and means to implement the SDGs.
Maldives is providing free health coverage for the marginalized sections
of society. Legislative measures are in the pipeline for enactment of law
to control tobacco.
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Mr. Jigme Zangpo, Speaker of National Legislative Assembly, Bhutan
highlighted the role played by the National Commission for Women and law
enforcement agencies, including the Royal Police, for protection of women
rights in Bhutan. Several education campaigns have been organized and a
series of actions have been taken for women empowerment. Regarding
controlling the problem of tobacco, he further informed that Bhutan is a
tobacco free State, smoking in public place is prohibited in Bhutan. The
country has also set up open gymnasiums in every district for promotion
of public health and prevention of non-communicable diseases.
The Speaker of Afghanistan, Mr. Abdul Raouf Ibrahimi termed terrorism
as a major challenge in achieving the SDGs. Afghanistan Parliament has
enacted Anti-Harassment Act for safety and security of women and children.
He urged the South Asian Parliaments to extend cooperation and support
to Afghanistan for achieving the SDGs.
Smt. Sumitra Mahajan, Speaker, Lok Sabha expressed the commitment
of India for achieving the SDGs to make the planet a better place to live
in. She informed that the Parliament of India had organized a National
Conference of Women Legislators last year to deliberate on women as
enablers for achieving the SDGs.
Mr. Saber H. Chowdhury, IPU President summed up the deliberations
and stressed on sharing the good practices among national Parliaments. He
also emphasized on evolving a mechanism to inform the parliamentarians
about the declarations adopted by the IPU.
The Session I on Gender Equality as a Critical Factor for Sustainable
Development was chaired by the Speaker of Bangladesh Parliament,
Dr. Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury.
In her presentation, Ms. Nirmala Buch, Chairperson, National Centre
for Human Settlements and Environment, Bhopal emphasized that gender
equality is not only about women but about both the genders. She stressed
that although there are policies and programmes for girls and women,
change in the mindset of the society is the need of the hour.
Dr. Asa Torkelsson, Deputy Representative, UN Women India, MCO Office,
New Delhi, Resource Person, stressed that gender equality is essential for
inclusive growth and development and that inequality of development is
not sustainable.
Speaker of Lok Sabha, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan, making an intervention
said that more than power-sharing, mindset should change for women’s
empowerment. She also cited various schemes of Government of India
aimed at gender equality and sustainable development.
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Mr. Saber H. Chowdhury, President of IPU made a presentation on
Discussion on Regional Cooperation and Interconnectedness amongst South
Asian Countries. He alluded to the concept of this Century belonging to
Asia as referred to by Speaker, Lok Sabha, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan earlier
in her inaugural Address and said that regional cooperation and
interconnectedness will promote regional trade.
Launching the IPU Self-Assessment Toolkit for Parliaments on the SDGs,
the IPU President said that the Kit is a means of self-assessment through
a series of questions in the framework of Parliament so as to determine
monitoring of SDGs. He said that the Toolkit is a guide to action and is not
binding.
Presenting his perspective on Dealing Effectively with the Challenge
of Climate Change and Natural Diasasters, Dr. Balakrishna Pisupati, Vice
Chancellor, Trans Disciplinary University, Bengaluru, expressed that the
Paris Agreement was a ground breaking decision which set the maximum
limit in terms of climate change which is acceptable for countries and to
regularly review the progress of commitments. The Paris agreement looks
at self-differentiation as there is an existing divide between developed
and developing countries. The earlier protocol had Annex I and Annex II
countries in terms of their common but differentiated responsibilities. The
Climate Agreement in Paris actually moved a step forward in looking at
self-differentiation as well as flexibility at the level of countries so that
the split between developed and developing countries can be, to the
extent possible, minimized and that has been a major outcome and a
major way forward for a lot of people who actually moved forward on this
entire discussion on climate change. Main outcome from Paris has been the
accountability issue. The focus has been not just on compliance but also
on transparent reporting and lastly and importantly financing. Currently,
countries are beginning to look forward on how do they deal with these
three elements that have been agreed to in Paris. A lot of countries
already have national climate law and policies in place while some are in
the process of finalizing and developing laws and policies.
In his presentation, Prof. Santosh Kumar, Executive Director, SAARC
Disaster Management Centre talked about how the entire development
discourse has been leading to many bad impacts so that climate change
has become a concern. He expressed that the South Asia region is at
tectonic risk - the entire Himalayan region to the north east down to the
south to Maldives and Sri Lanka and Afghanistan. This is a hydro-metrological
risk that is going to be very high. Urbanisation is a developmental need
and by 2050 urban cities will have 30 per cent more population, increasing
the risk. How legislation and the building by-laws can play a major role
in actually protecting those kinds of risk? By and large the geo-physical
environment is getting heavily loaded into risk.
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Intervening in the discussion, Mr. Jigme Zangpo, Speaker, National
Assembly, Bhutan said that the Constitution of Bhutan mandates that forest
coverage for all the time to be maintained is minimum 60 per cent. Right
now, this is at 72 per cent. Bhutan’s annual green gas emission is around
2.2 million tonnes of carbon dioxide against sequestration by forest capacity
of 6.3 million tonnes. Bhutan being in the Himalayan region, there are so
many vulnerabilities also like not seeing snow for the last 10 to 15 years.
Intervening in the discussion, Mr. Abdulla Maseeh Mohamed, Speaker of
Parliament, Maldives expressed that Maldives has to set up the Green
Climate Fund as soon as possible. Maldives is on an average about 6 feet
above sea level and have sensitized the issue from early on and some of
the resorts are now adopting environment friendly energy. Recently, there
is one resort or hotel which is exclusively using solar energy, he added.
In his presentation, Dr. M. Thambidurai, Deputy-Speaker, Lok Sabha
said that India’s contribution to the conclusion of the Paris Agreement and
its timely ratification that helped the Agreement come into force on
4 November 2016 has been widely appreciated. The early entry into force
of the Agreement has given a thrust to global efforts to combat climate
change. Environmental degradation and disturbance of the ecological
balance is likely to lead to the increased possibilities of varied forms of
natural disasters. At the regional level India hosted the first Asian Ministerial
Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction in 2016, where more than 50 AsiaPacific countries came together and adopted the New Delhi declaration as
well as Asia Regional Plan to give added impetus to the implementation
of the Sendai Framework. He further said that Prime Minister has outlined
a ten-point agenda to guide the practical implementation of DRR efforts.
South Asian countries have rightly recognized the challenge posed by climate
change and recurring natural disasters in the region and the consequent
imperative of a joint approach in relief, rescue and rehabilitation. The
need to strengthen specialized regional centres and their institutional
linkages with national institutions in the region, to facilitate sharing of
knowledge, information and capacity building programmes in climate change
related areas was pointed out.
Intervening in the discussion on the issues, Dr. Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury,
Speaker, Bangladesh Parliament said that, Bangladesh located at the bottom
of the three major river systems, the Ganges, the Brahmaputra and the
Meghna (GBM), bound on the South by the Bay of Bengal is very much
vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change and is one of the most
vulnerable countries of the world. She added that the global climate risk
index 2016 published by a Berlin based international organization German
Watch in 2016 has ranked Bangladesh at the sixth position amongst the
most at-risk countries of the world from extreme events due to climate
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change. Bangladesh is very much conscious about this fact and is making
every effort to cope with the adverse impact of climate change and to
ensure the protection of people. Over the last three decades, the
Government of Bangladesh has been working to prevent the natural disasters
and extensive investment programmes have been undertaken, including
flood management schemes, coastal holders, cyclone and flood shelter and
the raising of roads and highways above flood level and ensuring safe
drinking water, particularly in the rural areas in times of these hazards.
It has developed state of art warning systems for floods, cyclones and
storm surges and it is expanding community based disaster preparedness.
Climate resilient varieties of rice and other crops are also being developed
through extensive research initiatives and also how to grow crops in the
southern part of Bangladesh where there is high salinity in the water.
Summing up the proceedings of the conference, Prof. Sachin Chaturvedi,
Director General, RIS, New Delhi, expressed that the discussions were
fruitful and stressed the importance of making the process of growth and
development inclusive and broad based. While referring to the deliberations
of the Conference, he emphasized the importance of regional connectivity
and trade facilitation. He remarked that regional risk mapping along with
resilient institutional framework, exchange of experiences and best practices
would benefit all.
In her address at the closing ceremony, Hon’ble Speaker, Lok Sabha,
Smt. Sumitra Mahajan said that the adverse effect of population pressure
and over-exploitation of the limited natural resources are clearly visible
everywhere. On the one hand, there is a need for development while on
the other hand, environment needs to be protected and imbalance between
the two can trigger massive negative consequences. Taking the threads
forward in Indore from Dhaka, it has been discussed at length the ways in
which Parliaments can ensure that adequate financial and other resources
accompany implementation of national and regional SDGs strategies.
She said that inequality is a sensitive challenge for all and is complex,
reflecting inequality, discrimination, threat perception and violence. Women
rights are indeed human rights. Women have a right to live with dignity
and equality. Women must enjoy equal access to education, economic
resources and employment. Women must enjoy the right to life without
fear of threat or violence.
The Summit adopted the Indore Declaration as under:

INDORE DECLARATION
We, the Speakers of the National Parliaments of Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, and Sri Lanka having deliberated
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on the theme “Strengthening regional cooperation and resources for the
SDGs” at the South Asian Speakers’ Summit on Achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) at Indore on 18-19 February 2017:
Recognizing that the Summit bears utmost relevance in light of
convergence of our interest and shared destiny of our peoples as we
strive towards achieving Sustainable Development Goals,
Noting that the South Asian region, home to more than a fifth of
humanity is faced with challenges of poverty eradication, gender
inequality, inadequate regional connectivity and climate change and
disaster management,
Underscoring the imperatives of Sustainable Development Goals
for eliminating poverty and stressing gender equality as a critical factor
for sustainable development and the need to deal with the challenges
of climate change and natural disasters,
Emphasizing the need for harmonizing development with
environment preservation and recognizing centrality of the principle of
common but differentiated responsibilities,
Emphasizing the strengthening of appropriate policies and
legislations for transforming societal attitudes towards women and
mainstreaming them as a critical factor for sustainable development,
Stressing the need for greater intra-regional connectivity for
promoting trade, transport, tourism, technology and disaster mitigation,
Appreciating the need to mobilize resources for implementing the
SDGs,
Emphasizing the need to strengthen parliamentary cooperation, in
pursuance with the 2016 Dhaka Declaration on SDG Action in South
Asia,
Do hereby:
Encourage the Parliamentarians of South Asia region to share and
learn and benefit from the best practices followed in our respective
countries,
Urge the Parliaments to create enabling conditions for encouraging
private sector, civil society organizations and other stakeholders to
participate in the realization of SDGs,
Call upon Parliaments to create gender sensitive elected bodies,
particularly at the grassroots level, with a view to achieving gender
equality and prioritizing issues pertinent to women,
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Encourage the Parliaments to put in place legislative measures to
protect women against discrimination, violence, sexual harassment,
atrocities and trafficking,
Emphasize the need to provide equal opportunities and access to
healthcare, nutrition, education and skill development,
Urge upon Parliaments to collectively work for advancing actions,
strategies and cooperation among all stakeholders to mobilize additional
resources so as to achieve the targets under the SDGs in a time-bound
manner,
Reaffirm that the achievement of the SDGs is closely linked to
addressing the threat of climate change and strengthening disaster risk
reduction which require regional as well as international cooperation,
Stress that the Paris Agreement should continue to be guided by
the principles of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change,
especially the principles of equity and common but differentiated
responsibilities and respective capabilities,
Agree to consider to set up Joint Parliamentary Groups under the
Forum to deliberate and deepen cooperation on relevant issues,
Call for greater and urgent cooperation among the South Asian
countries to strengthen a regional response in order to meet the
challenge of climate change and related disasters,
Call upon the IPU to facilitate dialogue and cooperation for achieving
the SDGs,
Facilitate sharing of knowledge, information, research support and
capacity building programmes for achieving SDGs,
Call upon the Parliaments of South Asia region to allocate one day
in a Session for deliberation on SDGs.
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