THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF SPEAKER’S RESEARCH INITIATIVE (SRI)
To mark the successful completion of three years of the Speaker’s Research
Initiative, a function was organised in the Main Committee Room, Parliament
House Annexe on 24th July, 2018.
Hon’ble President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind; Hon’ble Speaker, Lok
Sabha, Smt. Sumitra Mahajan; Hon’ble Deputy Speaker, Lok Sabha, Shri M.
Thambidurai; Minister of Parliamentary Affairs, Shri Ananth Kumar; Minister of
State for Parliamentary Affairs, Shri Arjun Ram Meghwal; Hon’ble Members of
Parliament and other dignitaries graced the function.
Hon’ble President praised Hon’ble Speaker Lok Sabha for her thoughtful
and imaginative initiative to set up SRI and said that in the history of Indian
Parliamentary Democracy, she has added a new chapter.
Hon’ble Members of Parliament Shri Bhartruhari Mahtab, Shri Ajay Misra
(Teni), Smt. Anju Bala and Shri N.K. Premachandran shared their experience about
SRI.

The President expressed his happiness that the Members of Parliament
have benefitted from SRI. He said that in today’s globalised and interconnected
world, Members of Parliament cannot restrict themselves to the issues of their
respective constituencies but they also have to be sensitive to the emerging
challenges of the larger world and it is in this context that the Speaker’s Research
Initiative plays a very pivotal role through the Workshops and Interactive
Discussions on the issues of national and international importance.
He also appreciated the Fellowship and Internship programmes of SRI and
wished for their great success.
While addressing the gathering during the Anniversary celebration, Hon’ble
Speaker said that the Members of Parliament have to discuss an array of
diversified subjects ranging from dams to nuclear energy and from climate change
to Sustainable Development Goals. She emphasized on the need for superspecialization of such issues so that they can be discussed in all its dimensions on
the floor of the House. In this context, she said that the SRI was set up as a
platform where members of Parliament can interact with domain experts and
benefit from their expertise. She said that the Internship and Fellowship
Programmes under SRI connect the youth with the Indian Parliamentary
democracy.

